
TTEERRMMSS  &&  CCOONNDDIITTIIOONNSS  FFOORR  UUSSEE  OOFF    
CCOOUUNNCCIILL  CCOONNTTRROOLLLLEEDD  PPAARRKKLLAANNDD  
 
11..  AAPPPPRROOVVAALL  PPRROOCCEESSSS  

1.1 Submission of application does not constitute approval for 
park usage. 

1.2 Where a bond is applicable, approval is not finalised until 
payment is received. 

1.3 Confirmation of booking will be provided in writing and 
forwarded to the postal address included on the application. 

1.4 It is recommended that you ensure this correspondence is 
available on the day for viewing by relevant Council officer if 
requested. 

 
 

22..  GGEENNEERRAALL  CCOONNDDIITTIIOONNSS  FFOORR  UUSSEE  OOFF  CCOOUUNNCCIILL  PPAARRKKLLAANNDD  

2.1 Full co-operation is required with other bodies that also 
have permission to use the park.  The park is for the use 
and enjoyment by all and public access must not be 
restricted in any way (other than designated areas set aside 
for special use).  Areas cannot be cordoned off without prior 
Council approval and any approval granted does not permit 
the sole use of the park or its facilities. 

2.2 Compliance with all other provisions of Gold Coast City 
Council’s Local Laws relating to the use of parks and any 
other laws or conditions relating to the proposed activity that 
may apply eg Health & Regulatory Services, Animal 
Management. 

2.3 Major events in the City will take priority during some months 
of the year which may impact on the availability of particular 
parks due to activities and/or infrastructure associated with 
the event. Examples include the major surf competitions held 
on the Gold Coast from February to March which restrict 
access to parks located around the point breaks of Burleigh, 
Kirra and Snapper Rocks and Rainbow Bay; access to 
MacIntosh Island Park from August to November each year 
due to the Indy Carnival; and restricted availability of sports 
fields during major sporting events.   

2.4 Whilst every effort is made to ensure that the city’s parks 
are maintained at an acceptable level, Council is unable to 
guarantee the condition or availability of a specific park area 
at a particular time. 

2.5 Approval is given to utilise the subject area for temporary 
purposes only, with the understanding that you have 
accepted to indemnify Gold Coast City Council in respect of 
any claims for personal injury and/or damage to property as 
a result of, or attributable to your usage of the subject area.  
Council takes no responsibility for any personal injury or 
damage to property caused by you, your organisation or the 
activity/event and suggests in the strongest possible terms 
that the applicant should obtain Public Liability Insurance for 
at least $20,000,000 to protect your organisation and/or its 
members against claims and subsequent legal action for 
recovery of such damages. 

2.6 Any Tent/marquee must be no larger than 3m x 3m and be 
weight down with sand bags or similar as no pegs are 
allowed. 

2.7 When vacating the Council park area, you must remove all 
items attached to any structures eg balloons, streamers and 
decorations.  No such fixtures are to be attached to trees 
and no nails or tacks are to be used on any vegetation or 
structures.   

2.8 No printed literature, posters, handbills etc to be distributed, 
displayed or affixed on or over roads or on poles or fences 
in the city. 

2.9 Car parking is to be confined to designated parking areas. 
Vehicles are not  permitted inside the perimeter of the park 
or onto any grassed area without specific prior approval (a 
valid reason must be provided and Council’s decision 
relating to vehicle access is final). Vehicle owners can be 
fined  for disregarding this advice.  

2.10 The use of a sound amplifier is to be such so as not to 
produce a volume of sound other than is reasonably 

necessary for the hearing and enjoyment of persons at the 
activity and so that the sound level is of no disturbance to 
other park users or neighbouring properties. 

2.11 The area is to be left in a tidy condition with all litter 
collected and placed into provided receptacles. Any 
overflow or in the case where bins are not provided, all litter 
is to be removed from the site by the applicant. 

2.12 If you require use of power, access may be available within 
some barbeque facilities provided.  Other power supplies 
are the responsibility of the applicant and must comply with 
the relevant legislation.  Council does not approve general 
public access to power boxes and generators are generally 
not permitted (exclusion applies to major events where 
approval is granted as part of the event application and 
exemption may be granted where generators are required 
for the operation of inflatable entertainment). 

2.13 It is a State Law that no alcohol is to be consumed in public 
places. 

2.14 Any event that proposes the inclusion of food stalls or vans, 
animals, entertainment, fireworks, amusement rides, large 
crowd numbers or extensive infrastructure MUST submit 
application to the Special Events Branch for approval (This 
condition excludes temporary commercial recreation 
activities such as circuses and amusement carnivals). 

2.15 No park infrastructure or vegetation is to be interfered with or 
damaged. 

2.16 Council can revoke approval at its discretion and may 
request any additional information as required before 
approving the application. 

2.17 The approval letter may be required to be sighted by an 
authorised Council officer during the activity. 

2.18 Council takes all due care with this approval but accepts no 
responsibility. 

2.19 Council reserves the right to include any other conditions 
that may be required to ensure the protection of the 
parkland and the Executive Coordinator Parks can 
determine these conditions upon review of the application. 

 
33..  PPAARRKK  UUSSAAGGEE  FFEEEESS  

  A fee may apply for park usage and is dependant on activity 
being undertaken.  

3.1 Temporary Commercial Recreation Activities 
 A sliding scale fee structure is used to determine  the 

appropriate fee for events of a commercial nature with the 
amount determined by the type of activity or usage 
required. For further information regarding event related 
fees, it is recommended that you enquire upon application. 

3.2 Construction / maintenance (on private property) 
requiring park access 
If the application for non-minor works is approved, an Entry 
Fee of $110 may be applicable. This fee will be advised at 
time of confirmation. Payment of Application Fee does NOT 
constitute approval and additional bonds may also apply 
(refer section 4). 

 

44..  BBOONNDDSS  

4.1 A refundable bond is required to be paid for all Temporary 
Access Permits (a) and any event where Council deems that 
the infrastructure may cause damage to the parkland (b) 

4.2 Bond is to be paid once approval has been granted and is 
determined using the following criteria : 



 

Access Type 1..............................................$300 to $2,000 
a. Vehicle access requested for the purpose of moving 

materials or structure/s in or out of one’s property on a 
“one-off” basis. 

b. Minimal infrastructure such as tent or jumping castle is 
being erected. 

Access Type 2..............................................$300 to $3,000 
a. Access requested for minor landscaping or property 

enhancements whereby vehicles no larger than utility 
size are delivering materials or services. 

b. More than just standard infrastructure being erected ie 
more than one inflatable entertainment, stalls set up etc 

Access Type 3........................................ $1,000 to $10,000 
a. Access requested for any property works whereby 

vehicles exceeding the size of a utility are delivering 
materials or services  ie pool construction access, 
renovations. Actual amount is determined at time of 
application. 

b. Extensive infrastructure proposed that may impact on 
the amenity and access to the park.  

4.3 Amounts listed above are approximate values only. The 
actual bond amount will be determined once application and 
potential impact have been assessed. 

4.3 The bond will be held until completion of the usage period.  

4.4 Any damage to the park is to be rectified by the applicant 
and the park is to be restored to its original condition or 
better.  Upon inspection, if Council is dissatisfied with the 
level of restoration, the bond may be accessed to effect full 
and proper site restoration.  Any remaining bond will then 
be returned to the applicant. 

4.5 Bond payments can be made at any Council office and 
should  not be paid until application has been received and 
approval is granted.  Please note however that Council 
does not accept credit card payments for bonds. 

4.6 The bond receipt may be required to be sighted by an 
authorised Council officer. 

4.7 At the end of the access period, contact Parks & 
Recreational Services on 07 5581 6984 (quoting tax invoice 
number shown on receipt) to organise inspection of the park 
area and arrange bond refund. 

 
 

55..  WWEEDDDDIINNGGSS  

5.1 Approval is for a simple wedding ceremony only and 
approximately two (2) hours is allowed.  Any associated 
setting up and dismantling must be completed within this 
timeframe. 

5.2 A limited number of chairs, red carpet and signing table are 
permissible without incurring a bond. 

5.3 Only biodegradable confetti is to be used. 
 
 
66..  TTEEMMPPOORRAARRYY  CCOOMMMMEERRCCIIAALL  RREECCRREEAATTIIOONN  AACCTTIIVVIITTIIEESS  

6.1 Refer Parks Usage Policy for Temporary Commercial 
Recreation Activities for specific guidelines imposed. 

6.2 All applicable conditions listed under ‘General Terms & 
Conditions for use of Council controlled parklands’ also 
apply 

6.3 Any activity involving animals must ensure that  animals are 
tethered at all times (except dogs in off leash areas).   

6.4 Where applicable, appropriate flooring such as plastic 
matting or straw must protect grassed areas. 

 
 

77..  GGAATTEE  AACCCCEESSSS  

7.1 Under no circumstances will Council issue gate keys to 
applicants. 

7.2 A minimum of two (2) working days notice is required if gate 
access is needed. 

7.3 A valid reason for gate access must be provided Council 
will consider the request in context with the activities 
outlined in the application. 

7.4 No gate access will be put in place until bond payment has 
been received. 

7.5 Council’s decision regarding gate access is final. 
  
  
88..  UUSSEE  OOFF  SSPPOORRTTSS  FFIIEELLDDSS  

8.1 Many sports clubs hold a ‘Right of Use’ Agreement with 
Council for the provision of organised, regulated and 
coordinated activities using Council administered sporting 
facilities. Any requests for use of sports fields will be 
considered in line with these annual agreements which 
have priority use of the facilities at dedicated times. 

8.2 Clubs DO NOT have the authority to approve use of fields 
for any other users. Approval must be obtained from 
Council. 

8.3 Council does not control bookings for use of community 
buildings located at sport fields. These are to be booked 
through the organisation who holds a lease for the facility 
(once approval for use of fields has been obtained from 
Council). 

8.4 All line marking, goalposts and associated sporting 
equipment is the responsibility of the sports club who hold 
Right of Use at the facility. 

8.5 No disturbance of the ground or erection of temporary 
improvements are allowed without prior Council approval. 

8.6 Any damage caused wilfully or accidentally is the 
responsibility of the approved user at the time and Council 
reserves the right to recover financial costs associated with 
such damage. 

8.7 Annual renovation and maintenance may require closure of 
fields for 4-8 weeks between September and March each 
year. No activity will be scheduled on fields affected by the 
closures. 

8.8 No activity is to occur on fields that have been closed due to 
inclement weather. Verbal notification is placed on the 
Sports Field Hotline (Ph 5581 7827) and it is the 
responsibility of the user group to check if the field is 
available on the day required. Failure to adhere to the 
closure may result in the user group being held responsible 
for repair costs. 

8.9 All facilities utilised by the user group including playing 
surfaces, amenity blocks, footpaths & roadways are to be 
left in a clean and tidy condition. Should the facility and/or 
the surrounds remain in an unacceptable condition following 
approved usage, Council will attend to the matter directly 
and the cost associated with the clean up will be charged to 
the user group. 

8.10 Under no circumstances is any infrastructure to be placed 
on the actual playing surface. 

 
 
99..  OOTTHHEERR  CCOONNDDIITTIIOONNSS  

In addition to the standard Terms & Conditions, Council may 
impose any other conditions or guidelines for use of public open 
space which are specific to your activities as part of usage 
approval process.  

  
Should you have any queries regarding use of Gold Coast City Parks or Recreational areas, please contact : 

Parks & Recreational Services Branch  
Gold Coast City Council  
PO Box 5042  
GCMC   QLD   9729 

 

Telephone : 5581 6984 
Facsimile : 5581 6766 
Email : parks@goldcoast.qld.gov.au 
Web : goldcoastcity.com.au/parks 
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